NRS-Proposal Format for Project Initiation 


  
1. Funding Source (Select Funding source) 
a. Hatch
b. Hatch Multi-State
c. Animal Health

2. Primary Critical Issue
Critical Issues describe the short-, intermediate-, and long-term agricultural issues within the state and form the substance of the Plan. AREERA requires that states describe their Critical Issues in their Plans of Work and help organize the Research Projects and Extension Programs that flow from them. University of California provides the following Primary Critical Issues in its AREERA State Plan of Work. Please determine which the Primary Critical Issue for your project; please choose only one that most appropriately aligns with your project:
· Agronomy and Horticulture
· Animal Production Systems
· Community and Economic Development
· Integrated Pets Management
· Natural Ecosystems and Working Landscapes
· Water, Quantity, Quality and Security
· Youth, Families and Communities

3. Organizational Project Number
· Always select “CA-R” from the prefix drop down list.
· Obtain a project number from Christine Morgando at morgando@ucr.edu in CNAS Dean’s Office to associate your project with your department and project type. 

4. Title
Provide a brief title that speaks to the purpose of the project.

5. Start Date
Any date that is a current date or future date can be used. 

6. End Date
Regarding the end date, it is suggested to use a date of 09/30/xx (using a year as far out as possible but not to exceed 5 years) in order to align with the federal fiscal year period (which is Oct 1st thru Sep 30th).

7. Project Director
Select from a list of Project Directors (CO-PD field will be added). For the project proposal, please fill in your name.

8. Department
Please fill in your department’s name

9. Non-Technical Summary
In lay terms, briefly describe the following 
1) The issue and why it is important 
2) Your goal and objectives
3) The target audiences and how they will benefit
4) How your activities lead to the outcomes described in the goal statement or objectives (10000 character limit)

10. Methodology
Describe ways in which the project will be conducted, with emphasis on the general scientific methods and any unique aspects or significant departures from usual methods. (10000 character limit)

11.  Integrated Activities
Is this an integrated research and extension activity (AREERA Section 104, 105 and 204)? 
· An integrated activity is defined as a jointly planned, funded, and interwoven activity between research (AES) and extension to solve a problem. This includes the generation of knowledge and the transfer of information and technology.
· Examples of integrated activities include joint research (AES) and Cooperative Extension personnel appointments.  In addition, integrated activities may include workshops, training centers, projects, and meetings for Extension purposes.
· For USDA-NIFA grants (such as NRI competitive grants, AFRI competitive grants, Special grants, and other NIFA grants), integrated activities are those that bring together the three components of the agricultural knowledge system (research, education, and extension) around a problem area or activity.
Yes/No

If Yes, please provide a brief description of what makes this an integrated activity (1-2 sentences) Suggested response: "This project involves collaboration with Cooperative Extension personnel, and combines research and extension activities to meet the project's goals and objectives. This includes the generation of knowledge and the transfer of information and technology."

12.  Research Effort Categories (total of percentage must total 100%)

a) Basic % Research that has a primary goal of gaining fuller knowledge or understanding of a subject)
b) Applied % Research that has a primary goal of the practical application (i.e. "use") of already gained or established knowledge to meet a recognized need or help solve a problem.
c) Developmental % Research that uses findings to develop (i.e. produce, create, etc.) useful materials, devices, systems, or methods.

13.  Animal Health percentage
Enter the percentage of animal health research for this project or “0” for none.

14.  Multistate Activities
Is this a multistate activity (AREERA Section 104 and 201)?

Multistate activities means collaborative efforts that reflect the programs of institutions located in at least two or more states or territories. Each participating state or territory must be a collaborator towards objectives and involved in the outcomes. 
(https://nifa.usda.gov/sites/default/files/resource/NIFA-15-011-Admin-Guidance-for-Multistate-Extension-d.pdf) 

          Yes/No

If YES, please provide a brief description of what makes this an integrated activity (1-2 sentences) Enter below the NIMSS project number and the name or brief description of the objective(s) associated with your project

15.  Knowledge, Subject of Investigation, and Field of Science % Must total to 100%

Each Research Project needs to be classified by one or more Knowledge Area, Subject of Investigation, and Field of Science combination. Each combination is assigned a percentage based on distribution of effort. These classifications allow NIFA to assess which portions of a project are associated to a specific Knowledge Area and, in turn, more accurately track how the funding dollars are spent. Subjects of Investigation and Fields of Science provide additional facets for classification and analysis as explained below

Please provide the percentage for each section:

· Knowledge Area
· Subject of Investigation 
· Field of Science


Knowledge Area: Select a Knowledge Area: Please go www.nifa.usda.gov/resource/manual-classification to select the knowledge areas.

NIFA classifies all research, extension, and education projects and programs under 79 knowledge areas (KAs) and organized into nine topic areas called Science Emphasis Areas (SEAs). SEAs align with NIFA's strategic goals. Only research projects will require collection of KAs at this time, but may be required for Extension in the future. KAs will be combined with Subjects of Investigation and Fields of Science. See the Classification Manual for additional details:  www.nifa.usda.gov/resource/manual-classification

Subject of Investigation: Select a Subject of Investigation Area: Please go www.nifa.usda.gov/resource/manual-classification to select the knowledge areas.

Select a Subject of Investigation: The Subject of Investigation (SOI) series provides an additional facet for classification. It is generally the object of the research or activity: the class of plant, animal, organism, material, process, procedure, etc., under investigation. Only research projects will require collection of Subjects of Investigation at this time. See the Classification Manual for additional details: www.nifa.usda.gov/resource/manual-classification

Field of Science: Select a Field of science: Please go www.nifa.usda.gov/resource/manual-classification 

The Field of Science (FOS) classification consists of a modified version of the fields of science used by the National Science Foundation for various government wide reports. Only research projects will require collection of Fields of Science at this time. See the Classification Manual for additional details: www.nifa.usda.gov/resource/manual-classification.

16.  Are Human Subjects Involved? 
Note: Approvals must be obtained and the approval date provided before submitting projects with human subjects and/or vertebrate animals

Yes/No


17.  Are Vertebrate Animals used?
Note: Approvals must be obtained and the approval date provided before submitting projects with human subjects and/or vertebrate animals

Yes/No
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